
 

December 16, 2021 
 

Dear Woodland Families, 

Nationwide, school districts are hearing about more school related threats coming from TikTok. Several states 
are reporting threats circulating in their communities about school shootings and bomb threats “for every 
school in the USA, even elementary,” happening on Friday, Dec. 17. We are not seeing any specific threats 
here at Woodland, but we are sharing this with all of you because we feel we can never be too safe when it 
comes to creating awareness about the dangers of social media.  

As a school district, we are closely monitoring what we are hearing from other districts, and our team regularly 
reviews our safety plans and our threat assessment procedures in our efforts to maintain a safe learning 
environment for our staff and students. We have also been in contact with the Gurnee Police and they are 
aware of this issue. 

Kids are struggling right now, and our nation is hurting after the recent school shooting in Michigan. The 
escalating TikTok trends come at a time when mental health and behavior concerns are on the rise. As a 
community, we need to come together and support our kids, and make sure they feel comfortable coming to us 
with their concerns. These conversations are not easy, but please talk to your child tonight to learn more about 
what they see on social media, what they hear on the bus, and what worries or concerns they might have as 
they navigate this new era of the darker side of social media. Remind your child again and again about your 
expectations for how they interact with others, whether in person or online. Make this a regular part of family 
life in your household so that you can work as a team to figure out social media together.  

I can’t stress this enough, we have not seen any threats specific to Woodland. The threat is part of a national 
TikTok trend, it did not originate in our school district, and we do not believe the threat to be credible. The point 
of this letter is to create awareness, and to be proactive in case you are seeing these reports from other 
districts. At the risk of sounding like a broken record, please remember we are all in this together, and if you 
see something - say something. Even though we are all tired of hearing bad news, and it can be hard to 
manage the heavy feelings these “trends” invoke, we cannot become desensitized. We need to face it head on 
and keep the conversation going. 

 

Thank you for your attention to this matter, 

 
 
Dr. Lori Casey, Superintendent 
Woodland District 50 
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